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• Nature restoration program

• European Commission

• Natura 2000

• Habitat and species

• Sustainable restoration and maintanance

• LIFE Visbeek
• 2010 – 2015

• € 4.243.249 (50% EC)

LIFE



Background



Background

Salmolo-Littorelletum

Molinion caeruleae



Introduction



• Knowledge limited
• Current dispersal

• Historical data (1950’s)

• Historical maps

• Target habitats limited
• Surface 

• Scattered

• Threatened

• Condition

Introduction

Target habitat Habitatcode 2010 (ha)

Dunes 2330, 4030 4,6006

Oligotrophic waters 3110, 3130 0,8873

Heaths 4010, 4030, 6230+ 12,803

Molinia meadows 6410 3,4082

Alder forests 91E0+ 38,743



Research



• P-total < 80 mg/kgDS

• P-Olsen < 8 mg/kgDS

Soil analyses

locatie analysediepte Fosfor totaal (P)(mg/kg DS) P Olsen(mg/kg DS)

40 0-10 402 45

40 10-20 387 39,5

40 20-30 162 22,7

40 30-40 66 6,9



Habitats and species



Land purchase

• Pre-LIFE: 122 ha

• LIFE: 62 ha

• Agency for nature and forest: 

173 ha



Management plans



Grassland restoration

• 6410 Molinia meadows

• 6230* Narduss grasslands



Waters

• 3130 oligotrophic waters 





Heathlands



• Historic observations
• Vanberghen

• Floradatabank 

• Fresh material

• Ratio 1:1

• Target habitats

• Local

• Soil fauna

Hay transfer



• Road verge:  Succisa pratensis, Selinum carvifolia

• Disappeared species: Pedicularis sylvatica, Gentiana
pneunomanthe

• Manual collecting and seeding

Reintroduction



Doelhabitat Habitatcode 2010 (ha) 2015 (ha)

Dune heathlands 2310,2330, 

4030
4,6006 35,2844

Oligotrophic waters 3110, 3130 0,8873 9,4203

Heathlands 4010, 4030, 

6230+
12,803 55,4283

Molinia meadows 6410 3,4082 27,5042

Alder carrs 91E0+ 38,743 47,2684

Results
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• Adder: 145 unique individuals

• Woodlarks: 110 pairs

• Nightjar: 08 pairs

• Great grey shrike: wintering individual

Results



• High nature values
• Small-scale

• Relict species and seed bank

• Abiotic conditions

• Steps: Land purchase, research, management plans, 
restoration

• Seed bank, hay/seed transfer

• Quantitive and qualitive restoration or in development

• Natura 2000 network

Conclusions


